460	HEADING FOR CATASTROPHE
interview with the prime minister on 17 November it declared
war again. The new campaign consisted almost entirely of wide-
spread attacks on property (chiefly window-breaking, though
arson was tried in a few cases), followed by hunger-strikes in
prison, when the culprits were found and convicted. These were
profound errors; they exasperated parliament; and when in
March 1912 the Conciliation Bill came again for second reading,
it was defeated by 14 votes. In July the government introduced
a democratic ReformBill, which, though believed capable of being
amended to include women, was, as drafted, for men only. The
W.S.P.U. had consequently to decide whether the militancy
which had failed should be called off or intensified.
The decision to intensify was that of Christabel Pankhurst.
From July 1912 she began a yet more violent policy—the organi-
zation of secret arson. Using her influence over her mother,
Mrs. Pankhurst, she drove from the Union the Pethick-Lawrences
who opposed this newest militancy; and establishing herself out-
side the jurisdiction in an office in Paris, proceeded for two years
(save for short truces) to organize a campaign of crime. Arson in
many forms was the staple; letters in pillar-boxes were set on fire;
many empty houses (some very large), public and private pavi-
lions, boat-houses, a grand-stand, a railway station, and a school
or two, were burned down; later, bombs were exploded, pictures
in public galleries slashed; the British Museum and the Tower
attacked; golf greens and Kew orchid-houses destroyed; tele-
4 phone wires cut; and hundreds of false fire-alarms given. These
offences engaged a number of women and went on all over the
country. They were too serious to tolerate, yet very difficult to
stop or punish; for those sentenced regularly went on hunger-
strike, and forcible feeding was an ugly affair, about which public
opinion grew uneasy. It was not till the middle of 1913, when
McKenna, then home secretary, passed the 'Cat and Mouse9 Act
(enabling him to release hunger-strikers, so that they should not
die on the government's hands, and to rearrest them afterwards
practically at pleasure), that the authorities regained the upper
hand in the struggle. Nevertheless it went on; and continued to
do much to foster the vogue for die-hard anarchism, while doing
less than nothing to help women's suffrage.
That cause had a gleam of new hope, when the government
promised to accept any feminist amendment which the commons
might make to its Reform Bill. Three alternatives were put down

